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Specification 

1 . The use of the trademark "Caterpillar" has been noted in this application. It 
should be capitalized wherever it appears and be accompanied by the generic 
terminology. 

Although the use of trademarks is permissible in patent applications, the 
proprietary nature of the marks should be respected and every effort made to prevent 
their use in any manner which might adversely affect their validity as trademarks. 

2. The disclosure is objected to because of the following informalities: 
The spelling of words such as "tones" on page 3 must be corrected. 

The word "transversal" appears to have been used incorrectly throughout the 
disclosure. It is believed that the word - -transverse- - is intended. 

On pages 6 and 7, the word "pins" should be changed to - -lugs- - to correspond 
to the common terminology in the art. 

On page 7 the word "dogs" should be changed to - -cogs- -. 

Appropriate correction is required. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 

3. The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 1 12: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly 
claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 
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4. Claims 1-8 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 12, second paragraph, as being 
indefinite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which 
applicant regards as the invention. 

In claim 1 : It is not clear if the "at least one layer" on the inside and outside in 
line 5 includes the "outer layers" of lines 9 and 10. 

In claim 2 it is not clear if it is the second, third, or fourth layer being claimed in 
the "additional transversal layer." 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

5. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

6. Claims 1, 2, 4, 5, and 7 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being clearly 
anticipated by Yoe. 

Note figure 2. At least the wires 26, 27 are spirally wound in the belt. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

7. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 
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8. Claims 6 and 8 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Yoe. 

9. Yoe meets all of the limitations of claim 1 as set forth in paragraph 6 above but 
the dimensions of the wires are not specified. 

The diameters of the wires are obvious as mechanical expedients because of 
those ordinary skill in the art could readily choose suitable diameters for the wires based 
on the size of the belt, the size and weight of the vehicle the belt is used on, the 
intended use of the vehicle, and many other factors. 

10. Claim 3 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Yoe in 
view of Nishimura et al. 

The belt of Yoe does not have an inner transverse layer at a right angle to the 
turns of the cable. 

Nishimura et al teaches a track assembly comprising endless cables 3 and inner 
and outer transverse cables 4 and 5. From this teaching it would have been obvious to 
provide the belt of Yoe with an inner transverse layer of cables to improve the rigidity of 
the belt. 

Conclusion 

1 1 . The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. The references show other track belt constructions. 
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Art Unit: 3617 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Russell D. Stormer whose telephone number is (571) 
272-6687. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday through Friday, 9 AM to 
4 PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Joe Morano can be reached on (571) 272-6684. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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